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No. 12. 

(E 364/180/91) 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


REG- 

REGISTER N- 2 S3 
If OF FILE f ° /C. 

SERIAL N. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l. 

22nd January, 1926. 


Sir, 

I am directed by Secretary Sir Austen 
Chamberlain to transmit to you the accompanying 
copy of a despatch from the Acting British ilgent 
and Consul at Jeddah reporting a recent 
conversation with Ibn Saud. 

2. You will observe that in paragraph 2 
of this despatch It Is alleged that the Persian 
Consulate-General at Damascus Is the headquarters 
of a Bolshevik organisation. I am to request you 
to furnish the Secretary of State with your 
observations on this point. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

V. A. Snart, Esq., 

His Majesty's Consul, 

Damascus. 





(S 364/100/91) 

No. 181. 

(669). 



BRITISH AftfllCT, 

JEDDAH. 

December 89th, 1985. 


Sir, 

I have tha honour to report that on tha 
afternoon of tha 17 th in a tint, whilst tha negotiations 
for tha aubnlaalon of Jeddah ware proceeding between the 
Sultan Abdul Asls and myself he took the opportunity whilst 
waiting for the translators to finish their work to 
talk of tha situation In and erotmd the frontiers of 
the territory oeoupled by hist. 

8. Ref erring to Syria and the revolt In tha Jebal 

Druse he stated that ha had received isany appeals for 
assietenea but that ha would not interfere and intended 
to follow the British polley In all respects as regards 
that part of the world. further ha stated that a great 
deal of Bolshevik money was being supplied to the 
insurgents who, tboi«h not Bolshevik themselves, were 

only too glad to avail themselves of the help thus 

# 

afforded. Is continued and under great seereey far 
the British Oovemmsnt only to infom me that the 
headquarters of the Bolshevik organisation was in 
Damaseus and carried on from the Barslan Consulate 

6 an oral. Bs assured me that he was certain of thin--- 

information and had received it from a meet reliable 

so urea. 

3, As regards Irak he stated that he had heard 

Britannia Eajeety's Principal Secretary of 
Btate for Foreign Affairs, 


Foreign Office, 



nothing 




nothing but most favourable roporta of tho situation In 
that country and no trouble vaa to bo feared there at 
proaont. Excluding of course tribal raids and such 
Ilka which ware but nornal occurrences. 

4. lo expressed great oonoern for Trans*Jordan and 
Palsstlne and earnestly wishes to warn the British 
Qovenmcnt of danger from that quarter where he stated 

Bo Is her lk money and Influence were gaining ground. 

Be several tines reiterated this warning and appeared 
noat sincere. 

5. As for the Yemen and Aslr (Zdrlssl country), ha 
stated that he was on terns of friendship with both 


then but that the situation at present 


certain 


and dlffloult 


gathered that the trouble aotually 


Is the division of the Aslr between hlnaelf and the 
Imam Yahya but he did not enlarge on this point. 


6 . 


With reference to my telagran Bo. 194 of 28.12 


he later showed a keen Interest to knew what aotually 


was 81r 0libert Clayton's mission to the X 
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practically any arrangements, other than on the 


southern boundary of the Yemen will vitally affeot 


his Interests In the Arabian peninsula. 


7. 


Continuing on the general subject of Bo Is he visa 


he described a visit he had received fron a Bolshevik 
envoy during the course of hostilities with the Bherlfs 
in the Be jam. 

It appears that after a long discussion on varlo 



subjects the Bolshevik envoy astod the Suit 



In a most 


direst Banner "that Is It you 



at want on 



8wlt 



Abdul Asls explained that he was surprised at 


ts 



the directness ef the question and for a f 
did net answer, bus eventually said "Honey X 


i - «tfl 




ppoee 





vey stated that he was prepared to 


give him that 



d what else did he want 


The Bait 







* S' 


* / 







than replied 'tna and ammunition 1 . To which tho 
Bolshevik rap Had "and aeroplanes and guns also If 
you wish". Tho Sultan more and acre surprised at the 
generosity of his visitor then replied "Yes, tut what 

do you want from se". To which the Bolshevik replied 
"that of course there were certain conditions hut that 


he did not think the Sultan would find then 
Impracticable and that all he wanted was that t 
"Sultan should 'make trouble with the Brltloh'". 


8 # 



his 


Us Majesty the Sultan ended with again assuring 
friendship and the correctness of his 


information and even went so far as to state that In 
ease ef trouble in Trana-Jordan he would assist Els 


Majesty's Government. 

0. Copies of this despatoh have been sent to 

Palestine, Beirut and Cairo. 

Z have, etc., 

(Signed) S. R. Jordan. 

H.B.M. TICS COM SUL, 


ACTING BRITISH AS BIT AMD CONSUL 












